Influence of steroid hormones on pS2/BCEI gene expression in xenografted colon tumors.
The biological function of the hormone inducible human pS2/BCEI gene, cloned from the breast cancer cell line MCF-7, still remains unknown. Our aim was to determine the in vivo influence of steroid hormones on pS2 expression and tumour growth in colorectal tumours. We transplanted aliquots of human colon tumours into male and female nude mice and studied tumour growth and expression of the pS2/BCEI gene by immunostaining and mRNA analysis. Our results show that the sex of the host and therefore the hormonal background does not play a dominant role in pS2 expression and growth of the xenografts.